[Meningitis after a mouse bite].
Infection with the lymphocytic choriomeningitis virus is a human zoonosis caused by a rodent-borne arenavirus and is often seen in autumn and winter when mice retreat into houses. Infection in humans is acquired after inhalation of aerosols or direct contact with excreta of an infected rodent. A 37-year-old woman was referred to St. Elisabeth hospital in Tilburg, Netherlands, complaining of severe progressive headache, nausea and vomiting. Three weeks before presentation a mouse had bitten her finger. On neurological examination there were no abnormalities. Cerebrospinal fluid investigations indicated viral meningitis. Immunofluorescence serological testing confirmed the diagnosis of lymphocytic choriomeningitis. Infection by lymphocytic choriomeningitis virus after contact with rodents can cause viral meningitis. The acquired form of the disease is known to be self-limiting in immunocompetent patients.